Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #12
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Sharon and Gary Fetterhoff and Family and Friends of Charlie Enders; *Sue Maichle & Family & Friends of Sandy Zimmerman; Donna Motter, (Recovering from Surgery); Arletta Thomas; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Lori Graeff; Dennis Croutharmel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman, (Hosp); Jerry Valentine
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                MARCH 20, 2022
      Third Sunday In Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys has a new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
March 20, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday In Lent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Announcements                                         Dave Novinger
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                  Dave Novinger                  
L:   A rich feast awaits those who call upon the Lord.
P:  God offers to us all the bounty of God’s love.
L:  How we have thirsted for hope and peace!
P:  How we have longed for joy and love!
L God continually blesses and heals us.
P:  Praise be to God for God’s steadfast love. AMEN.
 
Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger
Open our eyes, our ears, our hearts and spirits this morning, Lord, that we may be healed of our faithlessness, freed from our fears and anxieties, and placed on the pathways that lead to peace and service to you. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.: Isaiah 55:1-9                            (See Insert)  Leon Shaffer
Psalm: Psalm 63:1-8 (Responsively)      (See Insert)   Pastor
N. Test.: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13             (See Insert)  Carol Knight
Hymn -            “Praise Him! Praise Him!”         Page 106
* Gospel: Luke 13:1-9                           (See Insert)  Pastor                     
Sermon:                  “Doing A 180”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                    “Just As I Am”             Page 342
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today March 13th the Second Sunday in Lent! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket. 
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletins and devotionals can be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin/devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com 
ALTAR FLOWERS are in honor of March birthdays also in loving memory of Sandy Zimmerman.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Sue Maichle, Christopher Maichle and Family & Friends of Sandy Zimmerman as Sandy went to be with the Lord Mar. 11. We pray God surrounds them with His loving presence, comfort and peace. Celebration of Life service will be held on Monday Mar. 21 at Valleys. Visitation will be 9:30 to 10:30AM; Service will follow at 10:30AM. A meal will follow service in the church social hall followed by a graveside service at Fort Indiantown Gap Cemetery at 1:30PM.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Sharon and Gary Fetterhoff and Family and Friends of Charlie Enders as Sharon’s father Charlie Enders went to be with the Lord on March 17th. We pray God surrounds them with His loving presence, comfort and peace.
PASTOR GUERTIN WILL BE AWAY Friday March 25 and Saturday March 26. He will be here for March 27 Worship Service and covered dish meal.
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Mar. 14-18 - Please take church online survey by Mar. 18
Mar. 20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Third Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Mar. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Fourth Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Farewell/Thank you Covered dish meal following Worship Service

Apr.   3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Third Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Pastor Dave’s last Sunday with us
LAY READERS: Mar. 20 - Leon Shaffer, Carol Knight; Mar. 27 - Ed Dobbin, Norine Goss
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Mar. 20 - Dave Novinger; Mar. 27 - Ed Dobbin; Apr. 3 - Marie Herb
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
CANDY FUNDRAISER; Online orders being shipped to person ordering candy are due Sunday April 3rd.
1st SCRIPTURE READING-O. T. - Isaiah 55:1-9 (NLT)
55 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples.
5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will come running to you, because of the

Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.” 6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
2nd Reading - Psalm 63:1-8 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you,
    my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land
    where there is no water.
2 I have seen you in the sanctuary
 and beheld your power and your glory.
3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.
4 I will praise you as long as I live,
    and in your name I will lift up my hands.
5 I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods;
    with singing lips my mouth will praise you.
6 On my bed I remember you;
    I think of you through the watches of the night.
7 Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings.
8 I cling to you; your right hand upholds me.
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (NLT)
10 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.

But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke 13:1-9 (NLT)
13 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.

 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.

 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and 
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke 13:1-9 (NLT) (Continued)
I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”
FAREWELL/THANK YOU GATHERING FOR PASTOR DAVE AND LAUREL: There will be a covered dish meal following worship service on Sunday March 27 for a farewell and thank you to Pastor Dave and Laurel before they move to Connecticut for Pastor Dave’s new job and their new following of God’s plan for them. Please bring a covered dish to share if you stay for the meal. There is a signup sheet in the narthex if you wish to stay for the meal. 
Seth wishes to stay near our area and is looking for a place to rent. If anyone knows of rental places close to Halifax, please talk to Seth as soon as possible.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!: A Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest will be held on Sunday May 1 at 3:00PM at Valleys E.C.C. More details will be in upcoming bulletins and April/May newsletter.            
    Attendance: 
In-person worship for Mar. 13 was 14. (snowy, icy weather)
Face book views for Mar. 13 as of Mar. 16 was 80.

Face book views for Mar. 6 as of Mar. 16 was 43.

      Hymn Link: “Praise Him! Praise Him!” (JOYFUL SONG): (Pg. 106)
https://youtu.be/q98phadl5Ws?t=2 
Link for hymn: “Just As I Am”  Page 342

https://youtu.be/AfgG1REtF9c?t=153 
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
History of Hymn “Just As I Am”:   (Pg. 342)

Charlotte Elliott, a Victorian hymn writer, was born in the south London district of Clapham in 1789 and died in Brighton, England in 1871. At age 32 she suffered from a serious illness that left her disabled for the rest of her life. Then her lifelong spiritual mentor César Malan, a Swiss minister and hymnologist, counseled her to replace her rage and inner conflict with peace, and simple faith in God; from that day on, she turned her literary talents to writing hymns. "Just as I Am" is a well-known hymn, written by Elliott in 1835. 

 Charlotte's brother, the Rev. H. V. Elliott planned to hold a charity bazaar designed to give, at a nominal cost, a high education to the daughters of clergymen supported by St Mary Church. The night before the bazaar she was kept wakeful by distressing thoughts of her apparent uselessness; and these thoughts passed by a transition easy to imagine into a spiritual conflict, till she questioned the reality of her whole spiritual life, and wondered whether it were anything better after all than an illusion of the emotions, an illusion ready to be sorrowfully dispelled. The next day, the busy day of the bazaar, she lay upon her sofa in that most pleasant boudoir set apart for her in Westfield Lodge, ever a dear resort to her friends." The troubles of the night came back upon her with such force that she felt they must be met and conquered in the grace of God. She gathered up in her soul the great certainties, not of her emotions, but of her salvation: her Lord, His power, His promise. And taking pen and paper from the table she deliberately set down in writing, for her own comfort, "the formulae of her faith." Hers was a heart which always tended to express its depths in verse. So in verse she restated to herself the Gospel of pardon, peace, and heaven. "Probably without difficulty or long pause" she wrote the hymn, getting comfort by thus definitely "recollecting" the eternity of the Rock beneath her feet. There, then, always, not only for some past moment, but "even now" she was accepted in the Beloved "Just as I am".
 The repetition of the short line, “O Lamb of God, I come,” is a commitment to Jesus-centered life. H People aren’t “good enough” or “not good enough” to come to Jesus. It is through God’s initiative, pardon, promises and free love mentioned throughout the hymn that everyone can come to Jesus. Just like Elliott, people will face “conflict,” “doubt” and “fighting and fears within [and] without,” but one can find rest in Jesus. Charlotte Elliot wrote this hymn about how to find salvation through Christ. It has been used by many as the call to the altar at the close of services, as it brings a quite simple message of sin, forgiveness, and salvation to all that turn from sin and trust in Jesus.

 Because of its simple but powerful message, this hymn has been widely used in church meetings like those led by evangelists D.L. Moody, Billy Graham and John Stott. 

SUNDAY APRIL 3rd will be the last Sunday that Pastor Dave will do worship service with us. We will have Holy Communion.
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Good Friday Service will be held at Valleys on April 15 at 12:00Noon - In-person and online.
Good Friday Speaker is Pastor Gail Boyer (Faith U. Methodist Church). Easter Sunday speaker for Valleys will be announced.
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE APRIL 10th will be In-person and online. Deke Rider (Camp Hebron Director) will be the speaker.

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY APRIL 17th:
   EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE will be held at  Camp Hebron at 6:30AM at Breezewood (at outdoor chapel, park near Breezewood dining hall for service). Pastor Brendon Hock is the speaker. Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
   EASTER SERVICE AT VALLEYS will be held at 10:15AM - In-person and online.  Holy Communion  will be served in the pews

(please have bread and  grape  juice ready if you are viewing online). Pastor Kristine Heckard will be guest pastor.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS: Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
History of Hymn: “Praise Him! Praise Him!”   (Pg. 106)

     Frances Jane Crosby was born in Putnam County, New York, March 24, 1820. She was afflicted with blindness at the age of six weeks from maltreatment of her eyes during a time of illness. When she was eight years old she moved with her parents to Ridgefield, Connecticut, the family remaining there four years. At the age of fifteen, she enrolled the New York Institution for the Blind, where she obtained a great education. She became a teacher at the school in 1847 and resumed her work until March 1858. She taught English grammar, rhetoric and American history. She started to write Sunday-school hymns for William B. Bradbury in 1864.  
      She knew a great many portions of the Bible by heart, and had committed to memory the first four books of the Old Testament, and also the four Gospels before she was ten years of age. Her range of topics was broad, including everything from a pondering of heaven, as in "The Bright Forever" and "The Blessed Homeland", to a consideration to the labor of this world, as in "To the Work" and "Rescue the Perishing."

      "Praise Him Praise Him!" is a hymn written by beloved songwriter Fanny Crosby in 1869. Chester G. Allen put the melody to Crosby’s lyrics. The hymn was first published in 1869 in the Bright Jewels Songbook.  This hymn celebrates Jesus as our "blessed Redeemer" and praises his amazing gifts of salvation and redemption and reminds us to praise him. We don’t know what inspired Crosby to write the song. Maybe she was inspired by the welcome Jesus received on Palm Sunday as he entered into Jerusalem. Crosby wrote many songs of praise in her 8,000 songs to God. The song may have been a time when her heart was full of praise for her savior. 
       Crosby actually praised God for her blindness. She said, “It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.” 

       How do you praise God?
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #12
  
  
March 20, 2022               

      “Doing A 180”

   
      
                             3rd Sunday in Lent
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: A rich feast awaits those who call upon the Lord.
P: God offers to us all the bounty of God’s love.
L: How we have thirsted for hope and peace!
P: How we have longed for joy and love!
L: God continually blesses and heals us.
P: Praise be to God for God’s steadfast love. AMEN.
Invocation:

Open our eyes, our ears, our hearts and spirits this morning, Lord, that we may be healed of our faithlessness, freed from our fears and anxieties, and placed on the pathways that lead to peace and service to you. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 55:1-9
Responsive: Psalm 63:1-8
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
*Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
Meditation:

“Doing A 180”

Back in what feels like another life time, I drove a tow truck for a Cadillac dealership in RI. I did this along with oil changes, rebuilding engines, and such. If a call came in for a tow request, I’d be called and given an address and number for the owner’s location. For whatever reason there was no map or atlas in the truck so I would have to call the owner for directions if I didn’t already know the location. This was back before the days of smart phones and GPS apps to guide me. Directions were not always clear. I’d have to call again, stop and ask for directions, or some other means to find the car I was to tow. Many was the time I’d have to turn around and go back the way I came to find the right turn. I had to do a ‘180.’ 


This week’s text is all about 180’s. It’s about changing direction before something bad happens. The biblical word for this theme is repent, or repentance. When we realize we’re headed in the wrong direction or have gotten lost, especially in our relationship with God, then the smart thing to do is to turn back to God; repent. 


A terrible event happened in the region of Galilee in which some people were killed by Pilate in what was some sort of worship practice that involved sacrifices. Some people who came upon Jesus told him of that event. They were trying to make sense of this tragedy. Was it God’s punishment? Where was God when they were being slaughtered while worshiping him? Jesus uses this news to challenge their assumptions about God’s punishment and who is deserving of his punishment. They were assuming that because of the nature of their deaths that they must have committed some horrible sin, and that their deaths was God’s punishment. Jesus’ response tells them that no sin is worse than another. That everybody stands in need of God’s forgiveness and that can be had through repentance; turning back towards God. 


Jesus uses another disastrous event in Jerusalem in the Siloam district in which a tower had collapsed and killed 18 people to illustrate his point that tragedy is not necessarily an indicator of God’s judgement. That no sin is worse than another in God’s eyes. We all stand in need of God’s forgiveness and mercy. Repent, before it’s too late. 


Jesus further illustrates the desire of God to forgive and give people second chances. He talks about a fig tree that hasn’t produced fruit for 3 years. Is Jesus referring to Jerusalem’s refusal to turn to God through the words and ministry of Jesus? Maybe. Then a gardener pleads with the landowner to give him another chance to see if he can make the tree become fruitful. “Give me another year so I can tend, water, and fertilize the tree. If it doesn’t produce any fruit in a year’s time I’ll cut it down. 


Most Jewish people of faith believed that God cuts down unfaithful sinners with no warning. They believed that God’s mercy was only for those who remained faithful to keeping Torah and following the prophets of old. In this parable Jesus challenges that assumption by portraying God as one who is patient. He is mindful of God’s self-revelation to Moses and the people of Israel at Mt. Sinai when God said, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.” Later in Luke Jesus tells the story of the Prodigal Son in which God is portrayed as a loving father ready to receive his wayward child home, even to the point of chasing him down the lane to his house to welcome him. Not exactly the vengeful, wrathful God that is often portrayed in various traditions and faiths. 


Repentance, then, is our response to God’s loving forgiveness offered through Jesus Christ. It involves our willingness to change our plans from ours to God’s. It’s a call to change our allegiance from the kingdom of selfishness and pride to the Kingdom of God in which we seek to share the love and forgiveness we’ve experienced from God with others. Repentance is both an event and an ongoing choice to follow God’s path. How have you responded to God’s offer of forgiveness and love? How will you continue to respond? Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

We put everything off until the last minute, Lord. You have invited and encouraged us on this journey, reminding us of the struggles and of the hope. You ask us to let go of the things that bind us from serving freely, but we have a nasty tendency to wait until it’s almost too late - until the last minute. We can’t seem to let go of the hurt, fear, and pain. On this journey, remind us again of your healing love, your forgiving power. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

Help us to trust the goodness and potential for good that you have placed in all of us. We have come to this place to hear your word, to sing and pray to you in hope. Enable us to find the courage to really believe in you, that your healing love may permeate our souls and prepare us for true witness; for we ask this in Jesus’ Name.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

God has called you to bear witness to hope and goodness. Know that you have been healed of all that prevents you from serving God. Go forth with God’s love and blessing to bring Good News to this hurting world. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
